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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Alnwick  Urban  District  Council. 
Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  much  pleasure  in  submitting  my  Annual  Report  for  the 
year  1958.  This  is  my  fourth  report. 

Referring  first  to  the  General  Statistics  you  will  find  that 
the  estimated  population  has  decreased  by  20  to  7,300  which  is 
still  above  the  pre-war  average. 

The  Vital  Statistics  show  additional  information  and  rates 
in  accordance  with  the  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  22/ 58 . 

The  neonatal  death  rate  is  the  rate  for  the  number  of  babies 
dying  within  the  first  four  weeks  of  life.  The  reason  why  this 
rate  is  important  is  that  influences  operating  during  and 
immediately  after  birth  cause  the  majority  of  deaths  during  this 
period.  From  four  weeks  to  twelve  months  infections  and 
accidents  are  usually  the  principal  causes. 

This  year  the  infant  mortality  rate  (l6  per  1,000  live  births) 
and  the  neonatal  rate  (8  per  1,000  live  births)  were  very  favourable 
and  compared  well  v/ith  the  infant  mortality  rate  for  1957  which  was 
28.98,  and  the  national  one  of  23.1. 

Stillbirths  continued  to  fluctuate  and  rose  from  the  previous 
low  rate  of  14.28  to  2 3.43  per  1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths. 

The  national  stillbirth  rate  was  21.6. 

The  birth  rate  dropped  to  17.12  per  1,000  of  the  population, 
but  this  is  still  above  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales  (l6.40) 
and  the  number  of  births  exceeded  deaths  by  10. 

The  number  of  deaths  increased  by  31  and  again  the  major 
group  was  diseases  of  the  heart  and  circulatory  system  accounting 
for  59^  of  all  deaths,  against  for  1957.  Included  in  this 
group  is  coronary  disease  to  which  28  deaths  were  assigned. 

This  is  exactly  double  the  number  recorded  in  the  preceding  year 
and  comprises  24/6  of  all  deaths.  Last  year  the  percentage  was 
16#. 


In  the  Registrar  General's  Decennial  Supplement  on  Area 
Mortality,  England  and  Wales,  1951,  a higher  incidence  of  deaths 
from  coronary  thrombosis  is  shown  for  the  North  and  West  of  the 
Country.  There  is  also  a definite  gradient  in  social  classes 
among  men  aged  20  - 64,  the  higher  incidence  being  in  the 
professional  classes  and  lowest  in  the  partly  skilled  and 
unskilled  occupations.  In  this  age  group  married  women  do  not 
show  the  same  social  gradient.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that 
the  deaths  in  the  same  age  group  from  this  disease,  which 
occurred  in  the  district,  are  divided  in  the  Registrar  General's 
classification  of  occupational  groups  as  follows 


CLASSIFICATION 

MALE 

FEMALE 

Class  1 (Professional  etc.) 

Class  11  (intermediate  occupations) 
Class  111  (Skilled  occupations) 

Class  IV  (Partly  skilled  occupations) 
Class  V (Unskilled  occupations) 

h'*7v3Xo' 

1 H iA  1 1 

1 1 H | 1 

TOTALS 

4 (14) 

1 (9) 

^Figures  in  brackets  are  deaths  at  age  65  years  and  over. 


Cancer  deaths  remained  at  16#  of  all  deaths  although  the  actual 
number  increased  from  14-  to  19»  Two  cases  of  lung  cancer  were 
registered  but  this  only  represents  10 f/o  of  all  cancer  deaths.  There 
is  no  significant  alteration  in  the  cancer  deaths,  but  of  course  the 
number  of  deaths  in  the  district  is  relatively  small.  When  one 
studies  the  national  figures  a different  picture  is  presented. 

In  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Chief  Medical  Officer,  1957,  a table  is 
published  showing  the  extent  to  which  lung  cancer  mortality  has 
affected  total  cancer  death  rates,  viz:- 

Mortality  per  million  living  (standardized)  for  England  & Wales 


Period 

Cancer  - 
All  sites 

Lung  & Bronchus 

All  sites 
excluding 
lung  & bronchus 

M 

P 

M 

F 

M. 

F 

1901  - 1910 

784 

942 

10.2 

7.0 

774 

935 

1911  - 1920 

897 

959 

12.7 

7.0 

884 

952 

1921  - 1930 

1,000 

980 

25.1 

9.6 

975 

970 

1931  - 1939 

1,053 

962 

85.8 

22.1 

968 

940 

1940  - 1949 

1,073 

892 

186.8 

33.9 

887 

858 

1950  - 1954 

1,175 

855 

335.6 

47.3 

840 

808 

It  will  be  seen  that  for  cancer  of  all  sites  male  mortality  has 
steadily  increased  since  1901  but  female  mortality  decreased  since 
1930. 

Excluding  lung  and  bronchus,  male  mortality  since  1930  shows  a 
decrease  somewhat  similar  to  the  female  decrease. 

To  quote  again  the  Chief  Medical  Officer  "The  increase  (in  lung 
cancer)  is  accepted  as  real  and  not  to  be  wholly  accounted  for  by  an 
ageing  population  and  improved  methods  of  diagnosis.  The  important 
conclusion  reached  by  the  Medical  Research  Council  was  that  the  most 
reasonable  explanation  of  the  very  great  increase  was  that  a major 
part  of  it  was  caused  by  tobacco  smoking  particularly  in  the  form 
of  cigarettes." 

While  teachers  and  Medical  Officers  may  preach  the  dangers  of 
cigarette  smoking  to  pupils  in  schools  it  is  equally  important  that 
we  play  our  part  in  supporting  the  campaign  for  the  prevention  of 
lung  cancer  with  its  concomitant  suffering  and  misery.  Liang  cancer 
is  not  a serious  problem  in  Alnwick  at  present.  Let  us  see  that  it 
never  becomes  one'. 

Accidents  caused  3 deaths  and  it  should  be  noted  that  each  year 
between  3 and  5 deaths  in  Alnwick  are  caused  by  accidents  in  the  home. 

Two  of  the  deaths  were  caused  by  falls  of  elderly  people  in  the  home. 

The  infectious  diseases  appeared  to  be  quiescent  but  unfortunately 
one  fatal  case  of  poliomyelitis  occurred.  This  disease  struck  a young 
man  of  twenty- six  years  and  he  died  ■within  twenty-four  hours  of  admission 
to  hospital.  A warning  surely  to  others  how  suddenly  and  unexpectedly 
this  disease  can  strike,  and  yet  the  response  by  the  15  - 25  years  age 
group  remained  pathetically  barren.  Only  300  out  of  an  estimated 
number  of  7040  for  North  Northumberland  came  forward  for  vaccination 
between  2nd  September,  1958,  when  the  first  offer  was  made,  and  December, 
I958.  The  under  15  age  group  was  much  more  responsive  and  by  the  end 
of"  the  year  81#  of  the  children  estimated  for  the  group  in  the  Alnwick 
Urban  District  (1637)  had  received  two  inoculations,  i/tfiile  approximately 
42/a  of  these  received  their  third  inoculations. 

Some  expectant  mothers  also  took  advantage  of  the  offer,  although 
only  20#  were  vaccinated.  This  was  far  from  satisfactory. 


The  incidence  of  tuberculosis  is  still  declining,  and  this  decline 
is  shown  graphically  on  page  8. 

In  my  previous  report  I referred  to  the  unsatisfactory  nature  of 
the  slaughterhouse,  and  it  is  pleasing  to  note  that  progress  has  been 
made  in  the  negotiations  for  building  a new  one  on  the  proposed 
industrial  site.  I also  mentioned  the  investigation  being  carried 
out  in  this  area  of  cases  of  cysticercus  bovis  found  in  the  carcases 
of  animals  slaughtered  in  North  Northumberland,  and  the  Public  Health 
Inspector  has  included  a summary  of  the  findings  during  1958.  The 
table  given  by  the  Inspector  comparing  the  years  1955  to  1958  of  the 
number  of  carcases  inspected  etc.  is  worthy  of  note.  It  will  be 
seen  that  the  number  of  animals  killed  has  fallen  by  almost  3,000, 
and  that  although  the  percentage  affected  with  diseases  other  than 
tuberculosis  or  cysticerci  has  altered  little,  the  percentage  of 
cows  affected  with  tuberculosis  has  dropped  from  11.66  to  k%. 

Little  progress  was  made  in  slum  clearance  during  the  year, 
principally  because  no  new  Council  houses  were  built.  It  is  hoped 
that  building  in  the  Clayport  North  West  area  will  start  in  1959, 
and  efforts  will  then  be  renewed  to  clear  the  remaining  slums . 

Finally  I wish  to  refer  to  my  comments  in  the  1957  report  on  the 
elderly  lady  who  was  neglecting  herself,  and  as  prophesied  then, 
action  had  to  be  tahen  under  the  National  Assistance  Act  1948/1951, 
Section  47,  to  obtain  her  removal  to  hospital.  On  17th  December, 

1958,  the  Assistant  W elf are  Officer  and  a policeman  had  to  break 
into  this  old  lady's  house,  and  into  the  upstairs  bedroom  in  which 
she  had  barricaded  herself.  There  was  no  food  or  coal  in  the  house 
whichi  was  dirty  and  offensive,  and  the  old  lady  was  found  lying  in 
bed  clad  only  in  a thin  petticoat.  Blankets  were  rolled  up  at  the 
Bottom  of  the  bed.  I visited  with  the  family  doctor;  she  was  found 
to  be  seriously  ill,  and  refused  hospital  treatment.  A magistrate 
was  called,  and  after  trying  to  reason  with,  her  for  some  time,  but 
without  success,  the  magistrate  signed  an  order  for  her  immediate 
removal  to  Preston  Hospital.  The  old  lady  died  twenty- four  hours 
later. 

Again  it  is  my  pleasure  to  record  my  thanks  to  the  Chairman  and 
Members  of  the  Water  Committee  for  their  keen  interest  and  help,  and 
also  to  the  Clerk,  Surveyor  and  Public  Health  Inspector  for  their 
kindly  help  and  co-operation.  I must  also  express  my  indebtedness 
to  the  County  Medical  Officer  and  his  staff,  also  to  the  Alnwick 
and  District  Hospital  Management  Committee  and  staffs  of  the  Alnwick 
and  Rothhury  Hospitals,  for  the  trouble  they  have  taken  supplying  me 
with  statistics  etc.  and  for  the  help  given  me  in  preparing  my  ten 
year  review  of  the  local  services  provided  under  the  National  health 
Service  Act. 


I am, 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen., 
Your  obedient  servant, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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LOCAL  HEALTH  SERVICES  - NATIONAL  HEALTH  SERVICE  ACT  1946 

It  is  now  ten  years  since  the  inception  of  the  National  Health 
Service,  and  although  Local  Health  Services  under  Part  111  of  the 
Act  are  administered  by  the  County  Council  I would  like  to  give  a 
resume  of  these  services  and  also  to  include  the  services  provided 
locally  by  the  Regional  Hospital  Board. 

Administrative  Arrangements 


In  North  Northumberland  from  July,  1948,  all  the  services  were 
administered  centrally  by  the  County  Medical  Officer  and  the  County 
Health  Committee  until  20th  November,  1951,  'when  an  Area  Sub-Committee 
was  established  for  North  No.  2.  area.  This  area  included  the 
Urban  Districts  of  Alnwick  and  Amble,  and  the  Rural  Districts  of 
Alnwick  and  Rothbury.  Certain  functions  were  delegated  to  this 
Sub-Committee  but  the  central  administration  continued.  On  the 
1st  June,  1955,  the  appointment  of  Area  Executive  Medical  Officer 
combined  with  the  post  of  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  district 
Councils  was  made,  and  an  office  established  in  Alnwick  to  carry  out 
the  delegated  functions.  At  the  same  time  an  Area  Sub-Committee  for 
North  No.  1.  area  was  established,  and  comprised  the  Borough  of 
•Berwick-upon-Tweed  and  the  Rural  Districts  of  Belford,  Glendale  and 
Norham  and  Islandshires . 

The  functions  under  the  Act  are  now  divided  into  two  groups : - 

(1)  Those  administered  by  the  County  Health  Committee,  and 

(2)  Those  administered  by  the  County  Health  Committee  through  the 
North  Area  Sub-Committees. 

Under  Group  1 the  County  functions  include :- 

(A)  Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children 

(B)  Midwifery  and  Home  Nursing 
(C^  Health  Visiting 

(D)  Mental  Health  Services 

In  the  Second  Group  the  following  are  administered  locally: - 

(E)  The  Ambulance  Service 

CF)  The  Domestic  Help  Service 

(G)  Measures  relating  to  the  Prevention  of  Illness  and  the  Care  and 
After-Care  of  Sick  Persons 

(H)  Measures  relating  to  Vaccination  and  Immunisation 

(i^  Measures  in  connection  with  the  Prevention  of  Infectious  Disease 
(j)  Health  Education 

(K)  The  Management  of  Health  Centres  and  other  premises  vested  in  the 
Local  Health  Authority. 


North  No.  2 Area 

Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children 

Child  Welfare  Clinics  are  held  weekly  at  Alnwick  and  Amble, 
fortnightly  at  Alnmouth,  Craster,  Embleton,  Felton,  Longhoughton, 
Rothbury  and  Shilbottle,  and  monthly  at  L ongf rami ing ton  and  Warkworth. 
Five  of  these  clinics  are  attended  by  local  general  practitioners,  and 
the  remainder  by  Medical  Officers  employed  by  the  County  Council. 

Ante-natal  clinics  are  held  at  Alnwick  Infirmary  and  at  Amble  Child 
Welfare  Centre  and  the  local  doctors  see  their  own  patients  at  these 
clinics.  Elsewhere  the  ante-natal  care  is  conducted  in  the  surgery  or 
in  the  patient's  own  home. 
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The  Health  Visitors  and  District  Nurses  attend  the  Alnwick  and 
Amble  Ante-natal  Clinics  -with  the  family  doctors  and  this  co-operation 
is  very  commendable  and  to  everyone's  advantage. 

Domiciliary  Midwifery  and  Home  Nursing 

For  the  purpose  of  comparison  I have  taken  the  years  1949  and 
1958  and  it  will  be  seen,  by  reference  to  the  table  below,  that  there 
has  been  a marked  decrease  in  the  number  of  home  deliveries . 


Districts 

Deli- 

veries 

1949 

Deli- 

veries 

1958 

Total 

Visits 

1949 

Total 

Visits 

1958 

Alnwick 

100 

28 

4714 

4611 

Amble 

62 

26 

5020 

2942 

Edlingham 

7 

2 

1366 

1402 

Smbleton 

23 

5 

2520 

831 

Felton 

8 

7 

1276 

1512 

Gian  ton 

- 

2 

— 

1070 

Karbottle 

- 

3 

— 

565 

Longhoughton 

3 

4 

2518 

1472 

Rothbury 

3 

5 

1343 

2081 

Shilbottle 

15 

9 

2 666 

2413 

Warkworth 

11 

10 

1662 

1626 

Whittingham 

5 

1 

1191 

2143 

TOTALS 

237 

102 

24276 

22668 

It  will  also  be  noted  that  the  total  number  of  visits  shows  a 
slight  decrease  for  1958,  but  this  is  probably  due  to  the  changing 
nature  of  the  work  as  approximately  60>S  of  the  patients  visited  are 
over  65  years  of  age,  and  the  nursing  care  and  attention  they  require 
claims  a considerable  amount  of  the  nurse's  time. 

Ambulance  Service 


The  change  which  has  occurred  in  the  Ambulance  Service  is 
evident  by  a study  of  the  following  table :- 

Ambulance  Service  North  No,  2,  Area  1949  and  1958 


Districts  Served 

1949 

1958 

Alnwick  U.D. 

Number  of  Journeys 

1218 

2402 

Alnwick  R.D. 

Number  of  Patients 

1729 

7637 

Rothbury  R.D. 

Mileage 

61,116 

145,557 

Amble  U.D. 

Number  of  Journeys 

550 

1326 

Part  of  Alnwick  R.D. 

Number  of  Patients 

1216 

5993 

Pant  of  Morpeth  R.D. 

Mileage 

33,958 

74, 997 

Ambulance  Car  Service 

Alnwick  U.D. 

Number  of  Journeys 

332 

3 

Alnwick  R.D. 

Number  of  Patients 

363 

10 

Rothbury  R.D. 

Mileage 

22,224 

81 

3 


Home  Help  Service 


NORTH  NO.  2 AREA 

HOME  HELPS  EMPLOYED 

CASES  ASSISTED 

P.T. 

P.T. 

P.T. 

P.T. 

1949 

12 

11 

no 

57 

1958 

- 

70 

4 

187 

Nearly  70/6  of  cases  assisted  come  into  the  category  of  elderly 
chronic  cases  and  many  have  remained  on  the  hooks  for  a few  years . 
Households  with  chronic  illness,  infirmity,  blindness,  tuberculosis 
or  persons  living  alone,  are  helped  for  as  long  as  is  necessary  and 
this  large  number  of  cases  is  catered  for  by  part-time  home  helps 
who  travel  between  cases  daily  and  do  domestic  duties  for  these  old 
people  so  that  they  can  continue  to  live  in  their  own  homes . Home 
helps  are  also  supplied  in  households  where  the  mother  requires 
assistance  during  confinement  and  where  there  is  an  acute  emergency 
owing  to  illness. 

It  is  of  interest  to  note  that  110  full-time  cases  received 
assistance  in  1949,  as  against  k-  full-time  cases  in  1958*  The 
majority  of  these  cases  were  home  confinements  and  the  change 
certainly  appears  to  be  due  to  the  increasing  number  of  hospital 
confinements . 

The  part-time  worker  is  still  found  to  be  more  beneficial  to 
the  home  assisted  and  the  increased  number  of  such  w/orkers  denotes 
the  fact  that  more  women  are  being  employed  in  the  morning  hours. 

It  has  also  been  found  more  useful  to  enlist  part-time  workers  who 
are  willing  to  assist  a home  full-time  for  a short  period  when  the 
need  arises,  and  the  use  of  walling  neighbours  to  act  as  temporary 
home  helps  has  been  the  best  way  to  meet  the  demands  for  help  in 
villages  where  transport  is  difficult. 

The  householder  is  expected  to  pay  for  the  services  of  a home 
help,  the  amount  to  be  paid  being  assessed  on  a scale  which  takes 
into  account  the  income  of  the  householder,  the  number  in  the  family 
and  the  amount  paid  in  rent  or  rates . 


194-9 

NIL  to  l/9d.  per  hour 

1958 

3d.  to  3/3-5-d.  per  hour  (Minimum  charge  %/6d. 

per  week) 

(Cases  assessed  at  36L.  per  hour  who  are  in  receipt  of 
National  Assistance,  maximum  charge  2/6d.  per  week) 


Home  helps  are  paid  at  the  rate  recommended  by  the  Northern 
Provincial  Council  for  Local  Authorities'  Services: 


1949 

l/8d.  per  hour 

1958 

3/l-gd.  per  hour 

There  is  no  doubt  that  the  Home  Help  Service,  together  with  the 
Home  Nursing  Service,  is  of  great  importance  if  the  pressure  on 
hospital  accommodation  is  to  be  relieved. 
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Regional  Hospital  Board  Services 

In  the  North  Ho.  2 Area,  there  are  three  hospitals:  Alnwick  Infirmary, 

which  deals  with  general  medical  and  surgical  cases,  Hillcrest  Maternity  Unit, 
and,  in  Rothbury,  Coquetdale  Hospital,  which  takes  medical  and  maternity  cases. 


ALNWICK  INFIRMARY : 

Before  the  National  Health  Service,  like  all  the  other  hospitals  in  the 
area,  Alnwick  Infirmary  was  supported  by  voluntary  funds  and  effort.  It  has 
28  beds.  In  1947,  there  were  477  admissions  compared  with  6l6  in  1959*  It  is 
interesting  to  compare  the  work  done  in  1947  with  that  of  1958  and  this  is  shown 
in  the  table  below. 


Operations  carried 

Operations  (Major  & Minor) 

Year 

out  by 

carried  out  by 

Visiting  Surgeons 

General  Practitioners 

1947 

28 

272 

1958 

221 

1,099 

A study  of  the  operations  carried  out  is  also  interesting  and  some  example 
are  hereby  given 


j 

i 

j 

1947 

Performed  by 

1958  | 

Performed  by 

j 

Operati ons 

j 

Surgeons 

General  j 

Practitioners  ’ 

L 

Surgeons • General 

'Practitioners  j 

....  _ 1 

Appendicectomy 

- 

LP\ 

CM 

16  ! 

| 

| 

Amputation  of  Breast 

2 

2 

i ! 

i 

Caesarean  Section 

- 

2 

1 

- i 

i 

Circumcision 

1 

27 

- 

. 

* ! 

Cholycystectomy 

2 

1 

“ 

i 

“ ) 

Haemor r ho i de  c t omy 

- 

6 

\ 

5 

" 

Hernia 

5 

5 

20 

- 

Laparotomy 

- 

i 1 

- 

Hysterectomy 

1 

- 

Perineo-colporraphy 

4 

1 2 

1 

- 

! 

Tonsils  & Adenoids 

- 

; 57 

i 82 

j 

! 

! 

There  has  also  been  a change  in  the  number  of  outpatients'  clinics. 

In  1947 » there  was  only  one  monthly  surgical  consultant  clinic;  in  1958,  the 
following  clinics  were  availables- 


Weekly;  Psychiatric  I 

Chest 

E.N.T . 

i 

Fortnightly;  Gynaecology  j 

Orthopaedic  (! 
Medical  ; 

i 5-  per  months 


Surgical 


HILLCREST  MATERNITY  UNIT : 


Until  April,  1952 , the  majority  of  the  confinements  in  the  district  took 
place  at  home,  or  at  a private  nursing  home  at  Warkworth , or  at  the  Mona  Taylor 
Hospital,  Stannington.  Hillcrest  was  opened  in  April,  1952,  with  12  beds,  and 
by  31st  December,  1952,  128  mothers  were  delivered.  In  1953?  there  were  303 
confinements,  and,  in  1953?  423 • 


COQUETDALE  HOSPITAL , ROTHBUEY : 

This  hospital  was  opened  in  January,  1947?  and  previously  had  been  used  as 
a convalescent  home.  In  1947?  75  general  patients  were  admitted  and  25  midwifery 

cases.  There  were  no  clinics.  In  1958?  193  patients  were  admitted  of  whom  79 
were  aged  sixty-five  or  over.  ?£C  mothers  were  confined. 

Out-patients'  clinics  available  during  1958  were  as  follows ;- 


Weekly:  Ante-Natal 

• > 

j Monthly;  Gynaecology  j 

Orthopaedic  j 

j 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  live  births  occurring  at  Hillcrest 
Maternity  Unit,  Alnwick,  and  Coquetdale  Maternity  Hospital,  Rothbury,  in  1958? 
with  the  districts  of  parents ;- 


District 


Hillcrest  Maternity 
| Unit,  Alnwick. 


Coquetdale  Maternity 
Hospital,  Rothbury. 


Alnwick  Urban 

o • • 

• • • 

• • • j 

85  | 

i 

Alnwick  Rural 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

135 

5 i 

Amble  Urban 

• • • 

• • • 

i 

• • 0 

50 

- 1 

Rothbury  Rural 

• • • 

• • • 

...  1 

8 

67 

Ashington 

• • • 

• • • 

...  ! 

8 

32 

Bedlington 

• • • 

• • • 

...  j 

8 

28 

Bellingham 

• • • 

• o • 

...  i 

- 

11 

| Belford 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

34  ; 

j Blyth 

0 • • 

• • • 

...  : 

3 

6 

J Castle  Ward 

• • • 

• • • 

...  j 

1 

7 

i Durham 

• • • 

• • • 

... 

1 

— 

| Glendale 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

• • # i 

11 

2 

Gosf orth 

• • • 

• • • 

• © • | 

1 

1 

' Jar row 

• • • 

• • • 

...  i 

1 

— 

1 Longbenton 

• • • 

• • • 

• 9 • i 

- 

I 

! Mere  & Tisbury  (Wilts) 

• • • 

. . 0 j 

- 

1 

j Morpeth  Urban 

• • • 

• • 0 

• • • j 

6 

48 

Morpeth  Rural 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • i 

51 

52 

N ewburn 

• • • 

• • b 

...  ! 

- 

i 1 

Newbiggin 

• • • 

• • • 

...  j 

3 

i 18 

i Norham 

• • • 

• • • 

...  . 

1 

j " 

Seaton  Valley 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

...  , 

6 

j South  Shields 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

j Sunderland 

• • • 

• • * 

• • • 

— 

i 1 

I Stakeford 

• • • 

• • • 

...  | 

1 

1 i 

Tynemouth 

e • • 

• • • 

• • • i 

1 

j West  Hartlepool 

t » • 

• • • 

* • • | 

T 

I 

i Whitley  Bay 

• • • 

• • • 

• • 0 j 

1 

TOTALS ; 

i 

! 

\ 

418 

i 

, 282 
‘ 

TOTAL  STILLBIRTHS; 


5 


4 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS 

The  area  of  the  district  is  4778  acres. 

The  number  of  inhabited  houses  is  2456  and 
the  number  of  new  houses  completed  during 
the  year  was  4. 

The  rateable  value  is  £80,581  and  the  sum 
represented  by  a penny  rate  is  £333* 

The  estimated  mid-year  population  is  7,30° 
and  this  figure  is  taken  when  calculating 
the  Birth  and  Death  rate . 

VITAL  STATISTICS 


Live  Births 

Male 

Female 

Legitimate 

59 

63 

Illegitimate 

_2 

_1 

Totals  61 

64 

" 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  of 

the  population 

Still  Births 

Legitimate 

1 

2 

Illegitimate 

- 

Totals  1_ 

2 

Stillbirth  rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths 
Total  of  live  and  stillbirths 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total  live  births 
Death  Rate  of  Infants  Under  Four  Weeks 


Legitimate  1 

Illegitimate  ^ 

Totals  l_ 

Neonatal  Mortality  Rate  (per  1,000  live  births) 
Infant  Deaths  Under  One  Year 


Legitimate  2 

Illegitimate  ^ 

Totals  2 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  (per  1,000  live  births) 
Legitimate  infants  (per  1,000  leg.  live  births) 
Illegitimate  infants  (per  1,000  illeg.  live  births) 

Deaths  from  Measles 
Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough 
Deaths  from  Diarrhoea 


Deaths 

Male  Female  Total 

61  54  115 

Death  rate  per  1,000  of  the  population 
Deaths  from  Puerperal  Sepsis 
Deaths  from  Other  Puerperal  Causes 
Deaths  from  Cancer 


Total 

122 

l 

12£ 

17.12 


3 

I 

23.43 

128 

2.40 


1 

1 

8.00 


2 

2 

16.00 

16.39 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 


15.75 

Nil 

Nil 

18 
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CHIEF  CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Tuberculosis  (Respiratory) 
Tuberculosis  (Other) 

- 

1 

1 

Syphilitic  Disease 

— 

1 

1 

Diphtheria 

— 

mm 

Whooping  Cough 

mm 

mm 

Meningococcal  Infections 

_ 

mm 

mm 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

1 

mm 

1 

Measles 

mmm 

mm 

Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases 

mm 

1 

1 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach 

; " Lung,  Bronchus 

2 

2 

3 

5 

2 

" " Breast 

- 

3 

3 

" " Uterus 

_ 

1 

1 

Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic  Neoplasms 

6 

1 

7 

Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia 

1 

mm 

1 

Diabetes 

_ 

mm 

Vascular  Lesions  of  the  Nervous  System 

5 

11 

16 

Coronary  Disease,  Angina 

18 

10 

28 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease 

1 

1 

2 

Other  Heart  Disease 

11 

6 

17 

Other  Circulatory  Disease 

3 

2 

5 

Influenza 

— 

1 

1 

Pneumonia 

1 

2 

3 

Bronchitis 

2 

1 

3 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 

- 

- 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

1 

1 

2 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea 

- 

— 

_ 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

1 

- 

1 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

2 

— 

2 

Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion 

- 

- 

- 

Congenital  Malformations 

1 

- 

1 

Other  Defined  and  111 -defined  Diseases 

2 

6 

8 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

— 

- 

- 

All  Other  Accidents 

1 

2 

3 

Suicide 

— 

- 

Homicide  and  Operations  of  War 

- 

- 

- 

Totals 

s 

3 

INFANT  MORTALITY 


During  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1958 


CAUSE  OF  DEATH 

AGE 

PLACE  OF  DEATH 

Hyaline  Membrane  Disease 

1 day 

Princess  Mary  Maternity 

Hospital,  Newcastle. 

Cyanotic  Heart  Disease 

9 months 

Fleming  Memorial 

Hospital,  Jesmond. 

NUMBER  OP  NOTIFICATIONS  AND  DEATHS 


8 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Scarlet  Fever  8 

Whooping  Cough  4 

Diphtheria 
Measles 

Pneumonia  2 

Cerebro-spinal  Meningitis 
Enteric  Fever 
Erysipelas 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  1 


Dysentery 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 
Puerperal  Pyrexia 
Smallpox 

Paratyphoid  Fever 
Food  Poisoning 


TUBERCULOSIS 


Other 

Respiratory 

Meninges 

M F 

M 

F 

M F 

2 

1 

1 

1 1 

8 yrs. 
23  yrs . 
j 

46  yrs. 

41  yrs. 

25  yrs.  1 yr. 

TUBERCULOSIS  NOTIFICATIONS  AND  DEATHS  1930  - 1958 


Notifications 

3® , Deaths 


9 


REPORT  OF  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 

12^8 


NUMBER  OF  VISITS  AND  INSPECTIONS  MADE  DURING  THE  YEAR 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT  1955 


Slaughterhouses  - meat  inspections  337 

Butcher*  s Shops  - " 11  13 

Food  premises  - inspections  (Food  Hygiene  Regs.)  62 

" " - food  inspections  20 

Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations  1949  and  milk  samples  17 

Ice-Cream  Regulations  and  ice-cream  samples  10 

Market  Stalls  and  Vehicles  2^5  482 

HOUSING  ACT  1949 

Inspections  - Sec.  4 - valuation  for  advances  7 

" - Sec. 20  - Improvement  Grants  J>8  45 

HOUSING  ACT  1957 

Repairs  12 

Closing  Orders  1 

Demolition  Orders  25 

Clayport  North  West  Clearance  Area  11 

Demolition  (Green  Batt  - Bondgate  Area)  12  6l 

RENT  ACT  1957 

Increased  Rent  and  Repairs  4 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT  1936 

Dustbins  246 

Drainage  and  drain  testing  65 

Infectious  diseases  24 

Verminous  premises  20 

Nuisances  19 

Tents,  vans  and  sheds  9 

Defective  W.C  * s 5 

Water  Supply  and  water  samples  186  574 


FACTORIES  ACT  1937  and  1948 

Inspections  - factories  with  mechanical  power 

" - " " non -mechanical  power 

" - Building  sites 


10 

6 

2 18 


PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT  1949 
Visits,  surveys  and  treatments 
TOWN  POLICE  CLAUSES  ACT  1847 
Shop  Sun  Blinds 
CLEAN  AIR  ACT  1956 


Inspections  of  heating  plant  etc. 


5 


10 


AGRICULTURE  (SAFETY,  HEALTH,  WELFARE  PROVISIONS)  ACT  1956 

Sanitary  Conveniences  3 

MISCELLANEOUS 


Visits  to  Butchers  Shops  re  condemnation  certificates 


and  enquiries  re  cysticercosis 

35 

Squatters 

8 

Prohlem  Families 

7 

Council  House  Inspections  - (6  overcrowding) 

10 

Visits  to  Sewage  Works 

8 

" " Refuse  Tip 

8 

" " Public  Conveniences 

10 

" " Auction  Mart, 

4 

90 

TOTAL  NUMBER  OF  VISITS  AND  INSPECTIONS  CARRIED  OUT 

1431 

NOTICES  SERVED  DURING  YEAR 


1 Informal 

Complied  with 

Statutory 

Complied  with 

p*; 

CD  -P  £ 

8 a* 
a .8  i 

Food  and  Drugs  Act  19J55 

Contraventions  to  Food  Hygiene  Regs. 

10 

9 

- 

- 

- 

Public  Health  Act  1936 

Sec.  75  - dustbins 

54 

29 

19 

14 

3 

" 39  - drainage 

2 

2 

- 

- 

- 

93  - nuisances 

4 

4 

- 

- 

- 

45  - defective  W.C’s 

2 

2 

- 

- 

- 

Housing  Act  1957 

Sec.  9 - Repairs 

5 

5 

- 

- 

- 

Factories  Act  1937  and  1948 

Insufficient  sanitary  accommodation 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Cleanliness  of  W.G’s 

3 

3 

- 

- 

- 

Insufficient  lighting 

1 

1 

Agriculture  (Safety.  Health,  Welfare 

Provisions  Act  1996) 

Insufficient  sanitary  accommodation 

1 

' 

TOULS 

83 

55 

19 

14 

3 
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HOUSING 

(a)  STATISTICS 


NEW  HOUSES  COMPLETED  DURING  THE  YEAR 

PITH  STATE 
ASSISTANCE 

UNAIDED 

TOTAL 

(a)  By  Local  Authority 

_ 

(b)  By  any  other  Housing  Authority 

- 

- 

- 

(c)  By  private  persons 

- 

A 

•* 

Total  number  of  inhabited  houses  in  district  2A56 

Total  number  of  houses  owned  by  Local  Authority  982 

CLOSING  AND  DEMOLITION  Number  of  Houses 

1.  Houses  demolished  in  Clearance  Areas 

2.  Houses  demolished  not  in  Clearance  Area  12 

3.  Houses  closed,  not  demolished  2 

A.  Houses  permanently  discontinued  as  dwellings 

and  not  included  in  above  1 

REPAIRS 

Houses  made  fit 

3.  By  informal  action  5 

6.  By  owners,  following  statutory  notice 

7.  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners 

8.  Demolition  Orders  revoked  after  reconstruction 

(b)  IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS  - HOUSING  ACT  194-9 

v j ' — Number  of 

separate  houses 


Applications  submitted  to  Local  Authority  during  year  14 

Applications  rejected  1 

Applications  approved  13 

Approximate  average  grant  approved  per  house  £222 

Total  number  of  houses  approved  for  grant  since 
inception  of  scheme  39 


(c)  CLAYPORT  NORTH  WEST  AREA 

Mr.  T.J.  Cahill  was  appointed  architect  for  the  layout  of  this 
area  comprising  70  houses  together  with  garages.  Draft  layout  and 
plans  have  been  submitted  to  the  Local  Authority  and  discussions 
opened  with  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government.  Various 
properties  have  been  acquired  under  the  "Deed  of  Gift"  Scheme,  and 
the  District  Valuer  is  negotiating  to  acquire  other  properties  in 
an  informal  capacity. 

(d)  GREEN  BAIT  - BONDGATE  REDEVELOPMENT  AREA 

The  architects,  Messrs.  Edwards  and  Partners  have  submitted 
layout  and  house  plans  for  the  first  phase  of  redevelopment,  and 
these  have  been  accepted  with  minor  modifications . Over  the  year 
11  houses  in  the  area  were  demolished,  making  a grand  total  of 
16  of  the  39  dwelling  houses.  No  business  premises  have  yet  been 
demolished. 

(e)  RENT  ACT  1957 

At  the  passing  of  this  Act,  it  was  envisaged  that  Local 
Authorities  would  be  inundated  with  requests  for  forms,  advice, 
and  applications  for  certificate  of  disrepair  under  the  Act. 
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So  far  as  this  Authority  is  concerned  this  has  not  "been  the  case 
and  throughout  the  year  no  single  application  has  been  made  for 
a certificate  of  disrepair.  Although  3 certificates  of  disrepair 
were  issued  last  year  no  applications  have  been  made  by  landlords 
for  revocation  of  these  certificates . 

(f)  GENERAL 

Progress  over  the  year  has  been  slow,  and  it  is  regretted 
that  tenants  living  in  property  where  demolition  orders  are 
operative  have  not  yet  been  rehoused.  Some  of  the  dwellings 
on  Alnwick  Moor  are  very  much  sub-standard  but  as  housing 
progresses  on  the  Clayport  North  West  Area  and  the  Green  Batt  - 
Bondgate  Redevelopment  Area  it  would  be  advisable  to  consider 
rehousing  the  tenants  of  such,  and  dealing  with  the  sub -standard 
property  by  service  of  individual  demolition  orders.  Alternatively 
there  may  be  a need  to  consider  building  on  the  fringe  of  Alnwick 
Moor  for  such  families. 

An  analysis  of  the  housing  applications  received  during  the 
year  revealed  that  the  applicants'  preference  for  types  of  houses 
was  as  follows :- 

Three  bedroom  - 75:  Two  bedroom  - 80:  One  bedroom  - 31: 


WATER  SUPPLY 

The  year  did  not  pass  by  without  the  usual  set-backs  and 
difficulties . Two  severe  snow  storms  created  serious  demands 
on  the  water  resources  and  after  a long  period  of  frost  the 
sudden  thaw  resulted  in  the  office  staff  being  inundated  with 
complaints  of  burst  pipes. 

There  was  an  unfortunate  accident  at  the  Flag  Quarry  Pumping 
Station,  when  a small  quantity  of  fuel  oil  got  into  the  supply. 
Immediate  steps  were  taken  to  eliminate  this  trouble,  but  it  v/as 
four  days  before  the  water  was  free  from  the  taste  of  oil. 

Works  were  carried  out  at  the  Rugley  Borehole  at  a cost 
of  £250  to  increase  this  supply;  an  additional  10  gallons  per 
minute  being  obtained.  Towards  the  end  of  the  year  there  was  a 
breakdown  in  supply  due  to  a stoppage  of  v/ater  flov/ing  to  the 
Low  Service  Reservoir.  The  experiment  of  utilising  the  Rugley 
Bum  water  in  the  emergency  was  carried  out  and  daily  checks  of 
the  amount  of  free  chlorine  in  the  water  were  made.  In  addition 
a weekly  sample  v/as  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory 
for  bacteriological  examination.  The  results  of  all  samples 
were  satisfactory. 

Trouble  v/as  experienced  on  the  main  from  Tuffy'  s Well  to  the 
Junction  Chamber  and  as  a result  of  samples  taken  it  was  found  that 
the  pipe  was  defective  in  and  around  Firth  Wood.  Part  of  the  pipe 
line  v/as  exposed  and  where  necessary  renewed. 

22  samples  v/ere  taken  for  bacteriological  examination,  8 of 
these  being  satisfactory,  and  14  unsatisfactory.  12  of  the  14 
unsatisfactory  samples  were  from  Tuf fy' s Well  to  the  Junction 
Chamber  before  works  v/ere  carried  out. 

As  a result  of  the  Northumberland  County  Council  deciding 
to  take  up  the  stone  setts  forming  the  roadway  to  Narrowgate  and 
re-laying  in  tarmac  it  v/as  decided  to  renew  the  existing  water 
main,  which  was  very  old  and  badly  furred,  before  the  new  road 
v/as  laid.  This  work  v/as  completed  by  W.S.  Sample  of  Jarkworth 
at  a cost  of  , 560. 
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The  Senna  Wells  Scheme  was  finally  abandoned  in  favour  of  the 
new  Northumberland  County  Water  Scheme,  where  water  is  to  be 
pumped  to  Alnwick  from  the  River  Coquet. 

A new  water  meters  were  fixed  to  industrial  premises  during 
the  year*. 


FOOD 

(l)  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  1955 

62  inspections  were  made  of  the  123  food  premises  in  the 
district,  and  as  a result  of  these  inspections  10  notices  were 
served  on  occupiers.  One  such  occupier  considered  the  cost  of 
bringing  the  premises  up  to  standard  too  costly,  and  decided  to 
close  the  shop. 

The  following  defects  or  deficiencies  were  remedied: - 


Instantaneous  hot  water  heaters  provided  A 

New  lockers  for  personal  clothing  provided  3 

Adequate  supplies  of  soap,  towels,  nailbrushes 
etc.  provided  3 

Ceilings  repaired  or  re -cons true ted  3 

Floors  repaired  or  renewed  2 

New  wash-hand  basins  provided  2 

New  sinks  provided  1 

W alls  replastered  and  tiled  1 

Walls  redecorated  2 

New  canopy  and  gas  boiler  fixed  1 

Increased  ventilation  provided  1 


Hygienic  conditions  continue  to  improve  generally  in  food 
premises,  but  there  is  still  room  for  improvement  in  'back’  shops. 

Too  many  dogs  are  observed  in  food  premises,  and  it  would  appear 
that  traders  are  reluctant  to  inform  customers  to  keep  dogs  out 
of  food  premises.  Willingness  to  display  notices  in  shops  may 
help  to  solve  this  unhygienic  practice. 

There  were  no  prosecutions  during  the  year  under  the  regulations . 
(2)  Milk 

Under  The  Milk  (Special  Designations) (Specified  Areas)  Order, 
1958,  a further  10  areas  in  England  and  Wales  have  been  specified, 
and  all  milk  sold  by  retail  on  and  after  lMth  April,  1958,  in  these 
areas  must  be  " specially  designated"  milk,  (that  is  pasteurised, 
sterilised  or  tuberculin  tested  milk)  . 

Area  No.  1.  comprises  the  Borough  of  Morpeth,  the  Urban  Districts 
of  Alnwick,  Amble,  Ashington,  Bedlingtonshire  and  Newbiggin-by- 
the-Sea,  and  the  Rural  Districts  of  Alnwick,  Castle  Ward,  Morpeth  and 
Rothbury. 

So  far  as  the  Alnwick  Urban  District  is  concerned  the  order 
affected  two  milk  retailers,  who  retailed  raw  undesignated  milk  in 
the  area.  One  of  these  retailers  now  sends  his  raw  undesignated 
milk  to  the  Alnwick  Creamery  for  pasteurisation,  and  retails 
pasteurised  milk.  The  other  retailer  died  and  all  farm  stock  was 
sold. 


No  difficulties  were  encountered  in  the  change  over. 
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The  list  of  distributors  registered,  with  particulars  of 
licences  and  supplementary  licences  issued  is  as  follows :- 


Distributors 

Licences  issued 

Remarks 

(1) 

Messrs.  Laidler  Bros., 

T.T. 

Milk  obtained  in  churns 

Tower  Dairy, 

from  Wm.  Miller, 

Bondgate  Without, 

Hobberlaw  Farm,  Alnwick 

Alnwick. 

Pasteurised 

and  bottled  at  dairy. 
Obtained  in  bottles 

from  C.W.S.  Creamery, 
Alnwick . 

(2) 

Benjamin  Menzies 

Pasteurised) 

Obtained  in  bottles 

23  Dispensary  Street, 

Sterilised  ) 

from  C .V/ . S . Creamery, 

Alnwick . 

Alnwick . 

(3) 

John  Beacom, 

Pasteurised) 

St.  Thomas'  Farm, 
Alnwick . 

Sterilised  ) 

-do- 

(4) 

Amble  C.W.S.  Ltd., 
Fenkle  Street, 
Alnwick . 

Pasteurised) 
Sterilised  ) 

-do- 

(3) 

M.  White, 
Windyedge  Farm, 
Alnwick . 

Pasteurised 

-do- 

(6) 

C.V/.S.  Creamery, 

T.T. 

T.T.  milk  distributed 

Wagonway  Road, 
Alnwick . 

in  bulk  - outside  area. 

(7) 

John  Hardy, 

Sup pi emen t ary 

Milk  obtained  from 

Silvermoor, 

T.T. 

A.  Thompson,  Silvermoor 

> 

o 

ft 

e 

Alnwick . Pr  inc ipal 

Licence  issued  by 
Alnwick  R.D.C. 

Results  of  Samples  taken  (Bacteriological) 

Grade  of  Milk 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

Tuberculin  tested 

4 

— 

Pasteurised 

- 

T.T.  Pasteurised 

9 

- 

Sterilised 

1 

- 

s’‘  22  samples  of  pasteurised  and  7 T.T.  pasteurised  taken  by 
the  County  Health  Inspector  at  the  C.W.S.  Creamery,  Alnwick. 


(3)  Ice^  cream 


33  premises  are  registered  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Acts  for  the 
sale  of  ice-cream  and  2 for  manufacture  and  sale  of  ice-cream. 

One  of  the  ice-cream  manufacturers  changed  hands  during  the  year 
and  the  new  occupier  was  advised  not  to  manufacture  ice-cream  owing 
to  the  obsolete  condition  of  the  equipment  which  did  not  comply  with 
the  Ice-cream  (Heat  Treatment)  Regulations.  This  trader  eventually 
decided  to  use  the  1 complete  cold  mix'  . 

2 samples  of  ice-cream  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  for  bacteriological  examination  and  both  samples  were 
satisfactory. 
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(4)  Sampling;  of  Food 

This  work  is  undertaken  by  the  County  Council  under  the  direction 
of  Mr.  Arlidge,  Chief  Inspector  of  the  Weights  and  Measures  Department 
to  whom  I am  obliged  for  the  following  report: - 

During  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1958,  the  County  Sampling 
Officers  procured  a total  of  1 samples  in  the  Alnwick  Urban  District. 
The  articles  sampled  were  as  follows 

Number  Taken  Number  Taken 


Bacon  1 
Baked  Herring  1 
Beetroot  1 
Black  Pudding  1 
Brown  Bread  1 
Butter  1 
Butter  Assortment  1 
Butter  Mint  Drops  1 
Cachous  1 
Cheese  2 
C ommunion  Yfine  2 
Cream  Sandwich  Cake  1 
Frozen  Steakettes  1 
Fish  Cakes  1 
Grape  Juice  1 
Ice-cream  5 
Instant  Chocolate  1 
Marzipan  2 
Marzipan  Fruits  1 
Milk  303 
Minced  Steak  1 
Mincemeat  1 


Mussels  1 
Mushrooms  with  Rice  1 
Oatmeal  Stout  1 
Oranges  1 
Orange  Spread  1 
Orange  Squash  1 
Pepper  1 
Potted  Meat  2 
Ready  Mix  Ice-cream  1 
Salmon  1 
Sausages  (Beef  & Pork)  6 
Smoked  Haddock  2 
Smoked  Fish  Fillets  1 
Sponge  Sandwich  1 
Stomach  mixture  1 
Tea  2 
Toffee  1 
Tomatoes  1 
Turkish  Delight  1 
Turtle  Soup  1 
White  Bread  2 


None  of  these  samples  was  the  subject  of  an  adverse  report. 


(5)  Food  Inspection  (other  than  fresh  carcase  meat) 


20  visits  were  made  to  food  shops  for  the  primary  purpose  of 
food  inspection. 

The  following  were  voluntarily  surrendered  and  disposed  of  at  the 
Bast  Cawledge  Refuse  Tip:- 


37  tins  Cooked  Meat 
30  " Vegetables 

22  " Fruit 


5 

3 

2 
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" Milk  . 

" Fish. 

" Soup 

Ham  Sandwiches 


13  lbs . Sausages 
12  " Bacon 

6 boxes  Fruit  tarts 
A bars  Chocolate 
1 bag  Sausage  Rusk 
1 package  Australian  Ox  Beef 
1 package  Frozen  Ox  livers 


Total  weight  of  foodstuffs  condemned 


5x  cwts. 


(6)  Slaughterhouses 

The  municipal -owned  slaughterhouse  is  let  on  a fixed  rental  to  the 
10  butchers  requiring  slaughtering  facilities . 

There  are  no  private  slaughterhouses  in  the  district. 

The  facilities  available  for  the  slaughtermen  fall  short  of 
requirements  and  this  tends  to  unhygienic  practices.  The  slaughter- 
houses axe  obsolete  in  design  and  are  situated  in  an  area  which  is  now 
re.quired  for  housing  development  in  the  Clayport  North  West  Area. 
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Enquiries  have  "been  made  by  a large  business  firm  to  establish 
and  abattoir  and  meat  processing  factory  in  the  proposed  new 
Industrial  area  on  the  fringe  of  the  town.  Discussions  have  also 
taken  place  as  to  whether  this  firm  would  be  prepared  to  cater  for 
the  requirements  of  the  local  butchering  trade,  either  by  allowing 
the  local  butchers  slaughtering  facilities,  or  alternatively  to 
carry  out  slaughtering  for  the  local  butchers  on  a fixed  headage 
charge.  The  firm  is  prepared  to  carry  out  slaughtering  on  a 
fixed  headage  charge,  and  the  local  butchers  have  been  informed 
of  these  arrangements . 

It  is  hoped  that  more  definite  progress  is  made  before  the 
* appointed’  day  when  reports  on  slaughtering  facilities  have  to  be 
submitted  to  the  Minister  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food. 

Under  The  Slaughterhouses  (Meat  Inspection  Grant)  Regulations, 
1958,  a claim  was  made  for  exchequer  grant  for  meat  inspection  for 
the  year  ended  31st  March,  1958.  The  cost  of  inspecting  "export 
meat'1  amounted  to  £97  • 19 « 6d.,  and  the  grant  payable  at  the  rate 
of  507°  was  £48.  19.  9d. 

27  licences  were  issued  to  slaughtermen  during  the  year. 

On  the  following  page  is  tabulated  a record  of  carcases  and  offal 
inspected  and  it  will  be  observed  that  100  per  cent  inspection  of 
all  carcases  was  achieved.  To  make  this  possible,  however, 
necessitated  much  overtime  and  I think  it  of  interest  to  record 
that  a total  of  107  hours  overtime  was  worked  throughout  the  year. 

I am  indebted  to  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  of  Alnwick  Rural 
District  Council  and  Amble  Urban  District  Council  for  the  carrying 
out  of  duties  of  meat  inspection  -whilst  I was  absent  from  duty. 
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CARCASES  AND  OFFAL  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED  IN  WHOLE  OR  IN  PART 

Ca,ttle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

— 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

EH 

Number  killed 
Number  inspected 

965  (29) 
969 

102  (18) 
102 

141  (20) 
141 

3096(160) 

3096 

IO15  (6) 
1015 

5319  (233) 
5319 

A.  All  diseases 
except  Tuber- 
culosis  and 
Cysticercosis 
Whole  carcases 
condemned 

^ (3) 

7 (3) 

7 (5) 

b2  (37) 

3 (3) 

63  (51) 

Carcases  of 
which  some  part 
or  organ  was 
condemned 

228 

44 

9 

159 

67 

507 

Percentage  of 
the  number 
inspected 
affected  with 
disease  other 
than  tubercu- 
losis and 
cysticerci 

24.0 

50.0 

11.3 

6.5 

6.9 

10.7 

B,  Tuberculosis 

2!)lZ 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

1 (1) 

1 a) 

Carcases  of 
which  some 
part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

36 

4 

1 

8 

! 1 

49 

Percentage  of 
the  number 
inspected 
affected  with 
Tuberculosis 

3.9 

4.0 

0.1 

0.8 

0.9 

C.  Cysticercosis 
Whole  carcases 
condemned 

- 

- 

- 

Carcases  of 
which  some 
part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

5 

5 

Carcases 
submitted  to 
treatment  by- 
refrigeration 

4 

. 

4 

The  number  of  casualties  are  shown  in  "brackets  and  are  included  in  the  totals . 
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MII.IALS  KILLED . AND  PERCENTAGE  AFFECTED  WITH  TUBERCULOSIS . 
CYSTICERCI  AND  OTHER  DISEASES 
YEARS  1955  to  1958 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  1955 

1731 

223 

199 

5478 

1420 

" " 1956 

1704 

180 

268 

4931 

1466 

" " 1557 

1435  (20) 

153  (U) 

172  (13) 

3535  (140) 

1301  (16) 

" " 1958 

965  (29) 

102  (18) 

141  (20) 

3096  (160) 

1015  (6) 

Percentage  of 

the  number 

inspected  1955 

29.OO 

48.88 

8.04 

8.80 

4.44 

affected  with  1956 

21.01 

47.77 

6.34 

4.83 

6.21 

disease  other  1957 

10.0 

48.6 

5.9 

3.6 

4.9 

than  tuber-  1958 

24.0 

50.0 

11.3 

6.5 

6.9 

culosis  or 

cysticerci 

Percentage  of  1955 

3.81 

11.66 

0.5 

— 

1.34 

the  number  1956 

4.93 

18.33 

- 

- 

2.66 

inspected  1957 

3.6 

4.1 

- 

- 

0.7 

affected  with  1958 

3.0 

4.0 

0.1 

- 

0.8 

tuberculosis 

Cysticercosis 

Carcases  of  1955 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

■which  some  1956 

7 

- 

- 

- 

- 

part  or  organ  1957 

2 

1 

- 

- 

- 

was  condemned  1958 

5 

— 

The  number  of  casualties  are  shown  in  brackets . 


Cysticercosis 

Case 

No. 

1. 

ft 

No. 

2. 

tt 

No. 

3. 

It 

No. 

4. 

it 

No. 

5. 

1 active  cyst  found  in  external  masse ter  muscle 

^ tt  n ii  n ii  ii  ii 

2 active  cysts  found  in  external  (l)  and  internal  (l) 
masseter  muscles. 

2 active  cysts  found  in  external  masseter  (l)  and  in 
diaphragm  (l) 

1 degenerated  cyst  found  in  heart. 


19 


CYSTIC  ERCUS  EOVIS 


CASES  RECORDED 


Over  the  tv/elve  months  period  14-  cases  were  recorded  in  slaughterhouses 
in  the  following  districts 


-UU  . 

Alnwick 

L V-LX  V V*  XI 4.  X xv  0 

Alnwick 

Amble 

Berwick 

’ TOTAL 

U.D.C. 

R.D.C. 

U.D.C. 

1C.C. 

4- 

4- 

1 

5 

14- 

DISTRICTS  OP  ORIGIN 


Affected  animals  were  either  grazing  in  fields  or  kept  in  yards  in  the 
following  districts 


Alnwick 

R.D.C. 

Belford 

R.D.C. 

Berwickshire 

Norham  & 
Islandshires 
R.D.C. 

TOTAL 

7 

4- 

2 

1 

14- 

It  is  of  particular 
from  the  same  farm.  All 

parishes . 

interest  to  record 
cases  were  in  faot 

that  no  two  cases  originated 
from  different  villages  or 

AGE  AND  SEX  OP 

ANIMALS 

Calf-teeth 

2 teeth  4-  teeth 

6 teeth  Pull  mouth  Not 

stated 

Bullocks 

Heifers 

Not  recorded 

1 

3 

1 

1 

2 

4- 

1 

1 

HISTORY  OP  ANIMALS 

Irish  origin  6 

Home  Bred 

Obtained  from  other  source  1 (length  of  stay  on 

farm  - 12  months) 

Not  known  7 


SITE  LOCATIONS 

All  14-  cases  were  localised  and  lesions  were  confined  to  the  head, 
heart  and  diaphragm.  Active  cysts  were  found  in  7 cases,  and  after 
condemnation  of  the  affected  parts,  the  7 carcases  were  submitted  to  cold 

storage  treatment. 

There  were  no  cases  in  which  both  active  and  degenerated  cysts  were 
found . 


20 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING 
The  removal  of  household  and  trade  refuse 

There  has  been  no  change  in  the  systems  adopted  for  the 
collection  and  disposal  of  refuse,  or  in  the  manpower  employed. 

One  new  Bedford  vehicle  was  purchased  during  the  year. 

45  traders  contribute  to  the  "Trade  Refuse  Scheme"  , and  a 
total  sum  of  £57  was  collected  during  the  year. 

No  salvage  is  collected  and  all  waste  paper  is  burnt  at 
the  tip. 


SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

As  the  existing  sewage  works  are  obsolete  and  completely 
inadequate  to  deal  with  the  present  flow  of  sewage  a new 
£100,000  Sewage  Disposal  Works  is  now  under  construction. 

'Work  commenced  on  16th  June  by  Messrs.  Gustavus  Bailey,  Ltd., 
and  reasonable  progress  has  been  made  to  date  considering 
inclement  weather  conditions. 

It  is  estimated  that  the  works  will  be  completed  during 
early  i960. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


The  Clean  Air  Act  1956 

Three  industrial  premises  were  found  to  be  emitting  ' dark  smoke' 
at  frequent  times  of  the  day  and  after  consultations  with  the  firms 
concerned,  two  of  the  firms  had  the  coal  fired  boilers  removed  and 
oil  fired  burners  installed.  The  remaining  firm,  after  adjustments 
to  the  furnace  is  experimenting  with  the  use  of  coke,  and  so  far 
this  has  been  satisfactory. 

Town  Police  Clauses  Act  1847 

Complaints  were  received  of  a number  of  shop  sun  blinds  in  the 
town  centre  causing  an  obstruction  through  being  of  not  sufficient 
height.  Inspections  were  made,  and  a list  forwarded  to  the  police 
who  took  prompt  action  to  remedy  such  obstructions . 

The  Litter  Act  1958 

When  this  Act  came  into  force  15  new  litter  baskets  were 
provided  and  fixed  in  various  pants  of  the  town,  and  posters 
displayed  in  prominent  places . During  the  year  there  were  3 
prosecutions  and  total  fines  of  £7  imposed.  In  each  case  action 
was  taken  by  the  police. 

Fouling  of  Footways  by  Dogs 

Byelaw  approval  was  obtained  on  1st  September^  1958,  and  notices 
displayed  in  various  parts  of  the  town  and  in  the  press . 

No  prosecutions  have  been  made. 


21 


PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT  1949 


TYPE  OP  PROPERTY 

NON-AGRICULTURAL 

j 

(i) 

(2)  ! 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

Local 

Dwelling! 

All  other 

Total  of 

Agri- 

Authority 

Houses  j 

( including 

Cols.  1, 

cul- 

Business 

Premises) 

2 and  3. 

tural 

1 

Number  of 

properties 
in  district 

7 

2A35 

A80 

2922 

26 

11 

Number  of 

properties 
inspected 
as  a result 
of:- 

(a)  notification 

(b)  Survey 

— 

38 

7 

45 

— 

under  the  Act 
(c)  Otherwise 
(e.g.  when 

A 

29 

10 

A3 

visited 
primarily  for 
some  other 
purpose 

- 

19 

58 

77 

2 

111 

Total  inspect- 
ions carried 
out  including 
re-inspections 

10 

93 

95 

198 

2 

IV 

Number  of 
properties 
inspected  which 
were  found  to 

be  infested  by:- 
(a)  Rats 

2 

3A 

5 

4L 

(b)  Mice 

2 

19 

8 

29 

— 

V 

Number  of 
infested 

1 

properties 
(in  Sec.  IV) 

treated  by  the 
Local  Authority 

A 

A7 

8 

59 

- 

VI 

1 . . _ - 

Total  treat- 
ments carried 
out  including 
re-treatments 

9 

52 

9 

70 

. 

Vll 

Number  of 
notices  served 
under  Sec.  A 
of  the  Act 

Vlll  Number  of 

i 

i 

" block" control 
schemes  carried 
out 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 
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SEWER  TREATMENTS 


1 APRIL  1958 

OCTOBER  1958 

Number  of  manholes  baited 

49 

Number  of  manholes  baited 

32 

" " " showing 

" " " showing 

jpoison  bait  take 

12 

poison  bait  take 

10 

N.B.  Poison  bait  consisted  of 

oiled  warfarin  with  paranitrophenol 

FACTORIES  ACTS  1957  and  1943 


1 . INSPECTIONS 


i 

Number 

Number  of: 

Premises 

on 

Register 

Inspections 

Written 

notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(l)  Factories  in  which 
Secs . 1 2 3 4 & 6 
are  to  be  enforced 
by  the  Local 
Authority 

5 

6 - 

1 

(2)  Factories  not 
included  in  (l) 
in  which  Sec . 7. 
is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 

48 

10 

3 

(3)  Other  premises  in 
which  Sec.  7 • is 
enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 
( excluding 
outworkers  premises) 

2 

2 

TOTALS 

55 

18 

4 

- 

23 


2.  DEFECTS  FOUND 


Number  of  cases  in  which 
defects  were  found 

Number 
of  cases 
in  which 

Referred 

prose- 
cut ions 
were  in- 
stituted . 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

To  H.JVL. 
Inspector 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness 

1 

1 

- 

- 

Overcrowding 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Unreasonable 

temperature 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

Inadequate 

ventilation 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Ineffective  drainage 

of  floors 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

( a)  Insufficient 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 
defective 

3 

2 

. 

(c)  Not  separate  for 
sexes 

1 

- 

- 

1 

- 

Other  offences  against 
the  Act  (not  including 
offences  relating  to 
out-work) 

T 0 I:  A L S 

7 

5 

- 

3 

- 

